
Why Should I Investigate The Church Of Christ?
Kenneth D. Sils

“Greet one another with a holy kiss.  
The churches of Christ greet you.”  Romans 16:16

	Many people have asked me, “Why should I investigate the church of Christ?  There are so many different religious organizations out there that talk about Jesus -- does it really matter, does it really make any difference as to which church I should be a member of?”
	According to the Word of God, the answer to those two questions is an emphatic… YES; it makes a huge difference!  The New Testament specifically details what Jesus expects from a “local church” or a congregation of believers.  As a church of Christ (Romans 16:16), it is our duty and privilege to simply follow the dictates of Jesus and His holy apostles for our work, worship and mission.  Because churches of Christ have no denominational structures, organizations or earthly headquarters, we are free to read the New Testament and then, apply what Jesus has commanded in all aspects of our faith.
	Jesus told His apostles in Matthew 29:18-20, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go, therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you…”  This passage tells us that “believing” people in Jesus became His followers (Christians) through baptism with a new found focus to start living predicated on the commands of their Lord and Master.  Friends, it ought to be this same formula in our generation as it was in the 1st century!  Jesus has not changed His mind.  
	Questions like these are frequently encouraged and discussed among churches of Christ, such as: What did Jesus teach concerning HOW we are to worship God?  What did His apostles instruct concerning the work that ought to be done congregationally?  What did Jesus reveal about the mission of His church?  These questions are answered by simply opening the pages of the New Testament and applying what Jesus commanded His local churches or the examples left for us to learn from the local churches.  
	As a church of Christ, we have no man-made directives from great theological thinkers schooled from some ecclesiastical order, nor are there grand edicts postulated via human creeds to follow.  The church of Christ began in Acts 2 with people being baptized (becoming disciples, vs. 41) and the next verse declares they, “… continued steadfastly in the apostles doctrine…”.  The apostles of Jesus revealed His doctrine and these new Christians craved and adhered to their instructions.  Now, when you stop and think about it, that is incredibly simple and in our generation, sadly, it’s quite rare.
	Can it really be this way today?  Not only can it be, it ought to be!  The religious world has introduced all type of modern innovations, doctrines and money making schemes to satisfy the selfish desires of the religious majority.  Our cry is the same one you’ll find in the Bible as Peter said in 1 Peter 4:11, “If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God.”  We are willing to provide “book, chapter and verse” from the New Testament for every religious practice that we hold and practice.  If you’re visiting with us from our community and this type of religious practice appeals to you, please let us know and we will be happy to study the Bible with you, as always… free of charge!  

