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The Good Ground
Kenneth D. Sils

“But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.”  Luke 8:15

	Our Savior, the Son of God was a master communicator.  He was able to say so much in just a few words and the parables He spoke to the masses easily confirmed that.   The parable He spoke, which is often referred to as The Parable Of The Sower, is considered to be “bedrock” spiritual teaching.  Not only is it enlightening, but this parable contains some troubling warnings for us who believe.  Three of the four “soil types” reveal that the hearts of men often reject the message of the gospel.  The “wayside soil” doesn’t want anything to do with Gods message.  The next two types ultimately give up on the message of Jesus after worldly variables are introduced.  But… the good ground!
	Brethren, we desperately need to be “good ground!”  From this wonderful verse, there are three factors that must come to pass in order to be good ground: 1) hear the message of Jesus, 2) keep the message of Jesus and 3) bear (spiritual) fruit from the message of Jesus.   That is easy enough to recognize, but the variable which is most emphatic: your heart!  
	When one becomes a Christian, they must develop and maintain a noble, good and patient heart!   Our heart is simply best understood as who we really are, deep down inside!  A couple of good verses to confirm this is Matthew 15:18-19, Prov. 23:7.  The message of Jesus needs to overwhelm and transform our hearts to yield full allegiance to Jesus, regardless of the adversity that may come our way.  This will build a character that bears good (godly) fruit in the midst of any worldly storm!  Christians, focus… bear spiritual fruit for Jesus.  Eternity is worth working in His vineyard.  Let’s bear some good (godly) fruit for Jesus every day!
