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	As a prophet, Jeremiah came onto the scene at about ca. 626 B.C.  His work spanned the reigns of Josiah, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah, and he was present at the destruction of Jerusalem in 586.  His work continued when the governor, Gedaliah, was then appointed.  When Gedaliah was assassinated, Jeremiah was taken, against his will, to Egypt into exile.  The times in which Jeremiah lived and prophesied were the most difficult, and his message was quite unpopular.  It is not difficult to see why Jeremiah was known as the weeping prophet.  He endured much persecution and affliction, which itself foreshadows the suffering Messiah.
	Jeremiah speaks directly to Judah during a time that should have been marked by renewed faithfulness.  Josiah had initiated great reforms, but they did not last much past Josiah himself.  Jeremiah, therefore, called upon the people to repent.  They were guilty of being in violation of God’s covenant, and if they failed to repent, they would suffer the promised judgment, just as Israel in the north had to face so many years before.  Even so, Jeremiah still looked ahead to the hope that would be found in the Messiah.  In that way, his message matches the other prophets who focused on the same issues.  Further, as is typical of the other prophets, Jeremiah looks back to the book of Deuteronomy as the primary text of the covenant. “Return, O faithless sons,’ declares the Lord; For I am a master to you…” (Jeremiah 3:14).  Sadly, they did not return during Jeremiah’s lifetime. 		          (continued on the back)
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