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   Add To Your Faith… VIRTUE
   Kenneth D. Sils
				    	         [image: ]

	“But for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith, virtue…” (2 Peter 1:5).  This entire section from the inspired quill of Peter is simply magnificent!  If you look closely, you’ll notice that this a “concluding” principle or one based on something previously mentioned.  Peter was writing to Christians throughout the civilized world in the 1st century and reminded them of just how blessed they were.  God gave them amazing promises which supplied them with the ability to, “escape the corruption of this world through lust.”  They knew they were “born again” and through the shed blood of Jesus, all of their sins were washed away (John 3:3-5, Mark 16:16, Acts 22:16).   They had become “partakers of the divine nature” through an “obedient” faith in Jesus as the Christ.
	And, for that reason: add to your faith – VIRTUE!  That is a term you don’t hear very often anymore.   According to Webster’s Dictionary, virtue is: conformity to a standard of right, a particular moral excellence; manly, strength or courage; merit, potency, purity, modesty and chastity.  From a Biblical perspective, the main Greek word is ARETE in which Vine’s New Testament Dictionary states: properly denotes whatever procures preeminent estimation for a person or thing; hence, intrinsic eminence, moral goodness and specifically in this passage of 1 Peter, it’s a pursuit of moral excellence based in the faith!   				    (continued on the back)
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