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	America has personally endured two epic wars on our land for freedom: the first was the birth of our nation with the Revolutionary War and the second was the rebirth of our nation with the Civil War.  This weekend marks the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration Of Independence where America’s founding fathers were willing to “sign” their lives on the dotted line in their pursuit of freedom from an oppressive England government.   Why?  Simple… freedom!  The second epic battle took place some 80 years later with the onset of the Civil War.  When President Abraham Lincoln addressed the crowd after the infamous battle at Gettysburg, he said this in that famous Gettysburg address, “… that this nation, under God, shall have a NEW BIRTH of freedom.”  Yes, America was forever changed through the Civil War and with it, a sense of new birth or a new wave of freedom came with the liberation of slaves within our southern states.  
	A new birth of freedom… oh, to liberated from some type of slavery!  Think about it, imagine yourself being a slave of men, and then, being told: you are now free, you can now chart your own course!  To be freed from a host of slaveries: freedom from addictions (alcohol, drug abuse, smoking, gambling), freedom from some massive debt, freedom from a relationship (sometimes, that can feel that way), freedom… to be free – no more chains, obligations towards or deadlines to keep.  Oh, to be free!
	This is what we celebrate every day in Christ Jesus: FREEDOM!  Jesus has the power to set men free as He told the Jews in John 8:34-36, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin, and a slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever.  Therefore if the Son makes you free, you are free indeed.”  When a person chooses to be born again through Jesus (John 3:3-5), they are freed from their sins through the blood of Christ and enter His glorious kingdom!  Oh, what the Lord does for His children!  Brothers and sisters, we are so fortunate to be free from our past sins!  Our quest is to help you find this freedom too!  This is a great weekend to think about freedom.  Be born again - taste the preciousness of real freedom through the eternal promises of Jesus Christ! 
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