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Saints Who Have Strengthened Us
James Burns / Fulton County Gospel News
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	To a great extent, the Bible is the story of people: men and women, young and old, good and evil, in a variety of life’s circumstances.  It is their stories we first learn and longest remember.  Some would prefer God to have given us a list of “do’s and don’ts” with index, so we can look up what to do in every situation.  Certainly, there are laws in the Bible of which we need to be knowledgeable.  By relating for us the lives of people, the Bible gives us some examples with people in circumstances that we can identify with.  In so doing, we can benefit from their strong and/or weak points.  Let us notice some saints whose examples can strengthen us in circumstances in which we may find ourselves.
	“I have to work with ungodly people!”  If this is your case, think of Daniel in Daniel 6.  His co-workers were not only ungodly men, but plotted against him and his religious beliefs.  Over 120 of his peers were against him, yet he remained faithful to his convictions.
	“I face such strong temptations!”  If so, think of Joseph’s temptation by Potiphar’s wife in Genesis 39.  As a young man away from family influence, a servant in a foreign land, he was in a vulnerable position for temptation to sexual indulgence.  But Joseph resisted with, “How can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?”
	“So few stand for the truth!”  This was Elijah’s feeling too, when he was challenged the 450 prophets of Baal, with no support from the people of Israel in 1 Kings 18:17-40.  Later, he became depressed over his feeling that he was the only person faithful to God.  But God informed him that there were over 7000 other who had not bowed the knee to Baal, 1 Kings 19.
	“I can’t do much!”  One of limited ability or resources may feel this way.  But think of the poor widow who could only give her two mites in Mark 12:41-44.  Jesus commended her.  Think of how she influenced others of greater means in giving to follow her example of generosity.  Of another woman Jesus said, “She has done what she could, Mark 14:8,” and expects no more of us.
	“I tried and failed!”  So did Simon Peter.  After affirming his allegiance to his Lord, and defending Him with a sword, Peter thrice denied the Lord in John 18:15-27.  Peter failed on that occasion, but his life was not a failure, as can be seen in later events of his life.
	I am glad the Bible is filled with people facing situations common to us all, and telling how they met these situations.  We can learn from them.
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