Are Our Denominational Friends… Christians?
Phil Arnold – continued from the front

	According to the Bible, who is a Christian?  In Acts 11:26 we read, “So it was that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many people.  And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.”  Thus, according to the Bible, those who were called “Christians” are “disciples.”  But how can we identify disciples?  “Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, ‘If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed and you shall know the truth and the truth shall set you free.” (John 8:31-32)  In order for one to be a disciple of Jesus, one must “know the truth” and “abide in His word.”  Should I therefore refer to others as “Christians” who do not know the truth nor abide in His word?  We certainly do not live in a “Christian” nation!  Simply being a good neighbor, a good parent or even a good moral person does not make one a Christian!   Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to Me, “Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.” (Matthew 7:21)  And again, “But why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do the things which I say?” (Luke 6:46)
	What about our denominational friends?  Are they Christians?  Well, do they know and abide in the truth, the Words of Christ?  Are they doing the will of the Father, the things which Jesus said?  Only if such questions could be answered in the affirmative, could one rightfully be thought of and referred to as a Christian.
	Consider a simple yet vital part of this matter of knowing and abiding in the Father’s will.  The truth, the words of Christ Jesus said in Mark 16:16, “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.”  The baptism commanded by Jesus is said to be, “for the remission of sins, Acts 2:38” and “to wash away one’s sins, Acts 22:16.”  With this understanding of the Word of God, how could we refer to those who have not believed in Jesus and not been baptized for such purposes as “Christians?”  Have our denominational friends believed in Christ and been baptized for the forgiveness of their sins?  If they have not, they are not “Christians” according to the judgment of God and cannot be so regarded by one who desires his judgment to agree with God.
	The term “Christian” simply means “of or belonging to Christ.”  Only two verses in all of God’s Word speak of how one enters “into” Christ – into that relationship where one belongs to Christ.  “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?” (Romans 6:3)  “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” (Galatians 3:27)  Again, these verses speak of that same act of baptism for the remission of sins based upon one’s faith in Christ.  Should we refer to those who have never entered into Christ as belonging to Christ?  How can we refer to them as “Christians?”
	In our age of tolerance, compromise and “political correctness,” it does not seem fitting to limit the use of the term “Christian” to only those who are defined as such by the Scriptures.  But, then again, the world has never approved of the will of God, His Son or His people.  More members of the church and more pulpits of “churches of Christ” may seek the world’s favor.  Yet, we simply must determine whether or not we are seeking the approval of men or God and allow that determination to define the word “Christian.”
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