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Are Our Denominational Friends… Christians?
Philip T. Arnold / Truth Magazine
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	For some time now, the world has been accustomed to a loose use of the term “Christian” without much regard for anything the Bible or Christ has to say.  If a person is religious, he is a “Christian.”  If someone expresses any faith in Jesus or the Bible, he is a “Christian.”  According to some, we even live in a “Christian” nation.  While such is expected from the world at large, this trend also seems to be increasing among members of the Lord’s church.  More often than ever in my memory, members of the church speak of those “outside” the covenant relationship with God through Christ as being “Christians.”  We read more and more about those in pulpits of “churches of Christ” accepting and even encouraging such.
	“Are you saying that are denominational friends are not ‘Christians’?  Who made you the judge?”  Well, I’m not applying for the job of judge nor am I usurping that position.  I have no desire to “judge” anyone.  But I am commanded to, “judge with righteous judgment, John 7:24,” which requires that I would accurately understand and apply the word of God.  I am also held accountable for informing people of God’s judgments as expressed in His word (Ezekiel 3:17f).  Therefore, to be pleasing to God, my judgment of who and what is a “Christian” must simply be the same as the “judgment” of God which He has revealed through the Word.  I cannot apply that term to those whom God would not, simply to be agreeable and non-judgmental in the eyes of the world.
	One might think, feel and call himself a citizen of the USA, but that does not make him a citizen.  Citizenship requires the meeting of certain standards.  Likewise, one is not a citizen of the Lord’s kingdom simply because he thinks and feels that he is and claims the name, “Christian.”  There is a standard revealed within the Word of what it takes to be a citizen of the Lord’s kingdom, to belong to Christ and to be married to Him and thus rightfully wear His name.               (continued on the back)
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